
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the 

 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Year B 

RCL 

Isaiah 40:21-31 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
Mark 1:29-39 
Psalm 147:1-12, 21c 

The Collect 

Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant 

life which you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Isaiah 40:21-31 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

Has it not been told you from the beginning?  

Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 

It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 

and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 

who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 

and spreads them like a tent to live in; 

who brings princes to naught, 

and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 

Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 

scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 

when he blows upon them, and they wither, 

and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 

To whom then will you compare me, 

or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 

Lift up your eyes on high and see: 

Who created these? 

He who brings out their host and numbers them, 

calling them all by name; 

because he is great in strength, 

mighty in power,  

not one is missing. 

Why do you say, O Jacob, 

and speak, O Israel, 



"My way is hidden from the LORD, 

and my right is disregarded by my God"? 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, 

the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He does not faint or grow weary; 

his understanding is unsearchable. 

He gives power to the faint, 

and strengthens the powerless. 

Even youths will faint and be weary, 

and the young will fall exhausted; 

but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 

they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

they shall run and not be weary, 

they shall walk and not faint. 

The Response 

Psalm 147:1-12, 21c 

Laudate Dominum 

1 Hallelujah! 

How good it is to sing praises to our God! * 

how pleasant it is to honor him with praise! 

2 The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem; * 

he gathers the exiles of Israel. 

3 He heals the brokenhearted * 

and binds up their wounds. 

4 He counts the number of the stars * 

and calls them all by their names. 

5 Great is our LORD and mighty in power; * 

there is no limit to his wisdom. 

6 The LORD lifts up the lowly, * 

but casts the wicked to the ground. 

7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; * 

make music to our God upon the harp. 

8 He covers the heavens with clouds * 

and prepares rain for the earth; 

9 He makes grass to grow upon the mountains * 

and green plants to serve mankind. 

10 He provides food for flocks and herds * 

and for the young ravens when they cry. 



11 He is not impressed by the might of a horse; * 

he has no pleasure in the strength of a man; 

12 But the LORD has pleasure in those who fear him, * 

in those who await his gracious favor. 

21 Hallelujah! 

The Epistle 

1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on 

me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! For if I do this of my own will, I have a 

reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. What then is my 

reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to 

make full use of my rights in the gospel. 

For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might 

win more of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the 

law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might 

win those under the law. To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I 

am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law) so that I might win those outside the 

law. To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all things to 

all people, that I might by all means save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I 

may share in its blessings. 

The Gospel 

Mark 1:29-39 

After Jesus and his disciples left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and 

Andrew, with James and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and 

they told him about her at once. He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then 

the fever left her, and she began to serve them. 

That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. 

And the whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured many who were sick with 

various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, 

because they knew him. In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out 

to a deserted place, and there he prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 

When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, 

“Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for 

that is what I came out to do.” And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in 

their synagogues and casting out demons. 

  



The Lessons Appointed for Use on the 

 

Last Sunday after Epiphany 
Year C 

RCL 

February 10 - 11 
Exodus 34:29-35 
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 
Luke 9:28-36, [37-43a] 
Psalm 99 

The Collect 

O God, who before the passion of your only begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy 

mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be 

strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Exodus 34:29-35 

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets 

of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had 

been talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was 

shining, and they were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the 

leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. Afterward all the 

Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the LORD had spoken with him 

on Mount Sinai. When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but 

whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he 

came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, the 

Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would 

put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him. 

The Psalm 

Psalm 99 

Dominus regnavit 

1 The LORD is King; 

let the people tremble; * 



he is enthroned upon the cherubim; 

let the earth shake. 

2 The LORD is great in Zion; * 

he is high above all peoples. 

3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; * 

he is the Holy One. 

4 "O mighty King, lover of justice, 

you have established equity; * 

you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob." 

5 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God 

and fall down before his footstool; * 

he is the Holy One. 

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, 

and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, * 

they called upon the LORD, and he answered them. 

7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; * 

they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them. 

8 O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; * 

you were a God who forgave them, 

yet punished them for their evil deeds. 

9 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God 

and worship him upon his holy hill; * 

for the LORD our God is the Holy One. 

The New Testament 

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 

Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like Moses, who put a veil 

over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set 

aside. But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of the 

old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to this very 

day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; but when one turns to the Lord, the veil 

is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And 

all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are 

being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from 

the Lord, the Spirit. 

Therefore, since it is by God's mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. 

We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to 

falsify God's word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the 

conscience of everyone in the sight of God. 



The Gospel 

Luke 9:28-36, [37-43a] 

About eight days after Peter had acknowledged Jesus as the Christ of God, Jesus took with him 

Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the 

appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two 

men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his 

departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were 

weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men 

who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us 

to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah"--not 

knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they 

were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, "This is my 

Son, my Chosen; listen to him!" When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they 

kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen. 

[On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. Just 

then a man from the crowd shouted, "Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my only child. 

Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at the 

mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they 

could not." Jesus answered, "You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be 

with you and bear with you? Bring your son here." While he was coming, the demon dashed him 

to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him 

back to his father. And all were astounded at the greatness of God.] 

 

  



The Lessons Appointed for Use on 

 

Ash Wednesday 
All Years 

February 14,  Noon 
Joel 2:1-2,12-17 

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 

Matthew 6:1-6,16-21 

Psalm 103:8-14 

The Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of all 

who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily 

lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all 

mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Joel 2:1-2,12-17 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 

for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near-- 

a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and thick darkness! 

Like blackness spread upon the mountains 

a great and powerful army comes; 

their like has never been from of old, 

nor will be again after them 

in ages to come. 

 

Yet even now, says the LORD, 

return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

Return to the LORD, your God, 

for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

and relents from punishing. 



Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain offering and a drink offering 

for the LORD, your God? 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

sanctify a fast; 

call a solemn assembly; 

gather the people. 

Sanctify the congregation; 

assemble the aged; 

gather the children, 

even infants at the breast. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

and the bride her canopy. 

 

Between the vestibule and the altar 

let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. 

Let them say, "Spare your people, O LORD, 

and do not make your heritage a mockery, 

a byword among the nations. 

Why should it be said among the peoples, 

`Where is their God?'" 

The Response 

Psalm 103:8-14 

8 The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, * 

slow to anger and of great kindness. 

9 He will not always accuse us, * 

nor will he keep his anger for ever. 

10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * 

nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 

11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 

so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 

12 As far as the east is from the west, * 

so far has he removed our sins from us. 

13 As a father cares for his children, * 

so does the LORD care for those who fear him. 

14 For he himself knows whereof we are made; * 

he remembers that we are but dust. 

 



The Epistle 

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 

We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be 

sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For 

he says, 

"At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 

and on a day of salvation I have helped you." 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle 

in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we 

have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 

calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, 

knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the 

power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in 

honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are 

true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see-- we are alive; as punished, and 

yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 

nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

The Gospel 

Matthew 6:1-6,16-21 

Jesus said, "Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then 

you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

"So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have 

received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right 

hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 

"And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 

synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they 

have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and 

pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so 

as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But 

when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by 

others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 



"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where 

thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also." 

 
  



The Lessons Appointed for Use on 

 

Ash Wednesday 
All Years 

February 14,  7:00 pm 
Joel 2:1-2,12-17 

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 

Matthew 6:1-6,16-21 

Psalm 103:8-14 

The Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of all 

who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily 

lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all 

mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Joel 2:1-2,12-17 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 

for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near-- 

a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and thick darkness! 

Like blackness spread upon the mountains 

a great and powerful army comes; 

their like has never been from of old, 

nor will be again after them 

in ages to come. 

 

Yet even now, says the LORD, 

return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

Return to the LORD, your God, 

for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

and relents from punishing. 



Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain offering and a drink offering 

for the LORD, your God? 

 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

sanctify a fast; 

call a solemn assembly; 

gather the people. 

Sanctify the congregation; 

assemble the aged; 

gather the children, 

even infants at the breast. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

and the bride her canopy. 

 

Between the vestibule and the altar 

let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. 

Let them say, "Spare your people, O LORD, 

and do not make your heritage a mockery, 

a byword among the nations. 

Why should it be said among the peoples, 

`Where is their God?'" 

The Response 

Psalm 103:8-14 

8 The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, * 

slow to anger and of great kindness. 

9 He will not always accuse us, * 

nor will he keep his anger for ever. 

10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * 

nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 

11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 

so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 

12 As far as the east is from the west, * 

so far has he removed our sins from us. 

13 As a father cares for his children, * 

so does the LORD care for those who fear him. 

14 For he himself knows whereof we are made; * 

he remembers that we are but dust. 



The Epistle 

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 

We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be 

sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For 

he says, 

"At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 

and on a day of salvation I have helped you." 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle 

in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we 

have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 

calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, 

knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the 

power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in 

honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are 

true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see-- we are alive; as punished, and 

yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 

nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

The Gospel 

Matthew 6:1-6,16-21 

Jesus said, "Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then 

you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

"So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have 

received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right 

hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 

"And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 

synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they 

have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and 

pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so 

as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But 

when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by 

others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 



"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where 

thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also." 

 
  



The Lessons Appointed for Use on the 

 

First Sunday in Lent 
Year C 

RCL 

February 17 - 18 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Romans 10:8b-13 
Luke 4:1-13 
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 

The Collect 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come 

quickly to help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the 

weaknesses of each of us, let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance to 

possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the 

ground, which you harvest from the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put 

it in a basket and go to the place that the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 

You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, "Today I declare to 

the LORD your God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give 

us." When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of 

the LORD your God, you shall make this response before the LORD your God: "A wandering 

Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, 

and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly 

and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, we cried to the LORD, the God of our ancestors; 

the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The LORD brought 

us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, 

and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land 

flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, 

O LORD, have given me." You shall set it down before the LORD your God and bow down before 

the LORD your God. Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, 

shall celebrate with all the bounty that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house. 

 



The Response 

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 

Qui habitat 

1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, * 

abides under the shadow of the Almighty. 

2 He shall say to the LORD, 

"You are my refuge and my stronghold, * 

my God in whom I put my trust." 

9 Because you have made the LORD your refuge, * 

and the Most High your habitation, 

10 There shall no evil happen to you, * 

neither shall any plague come near your dwelling. 

11 For he shall give his angels charge over you, * 

to keep you in all your ways. 

12 They shall bear you in their hands, * 

lest you dash your foot against a stone. 

13 You shall tread upon the lion and adder; * 

you shall trample the young lion and the serpent under your feet. 

14 Because he is bound to me in love, 

therefore will I deliver him; * 

I will protect him, because he knows my Name. 

15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; * 

I am with him in trouble; 

I will rescue him and bring him to honor. 

16 With long life will I satisfy him, * 

and show him my salvation. 

The Epistle 

Romans 10:8b-13 

"The word is near you, 

on your lips and in your heart" 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is 

Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one 

believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The 

scripture says, "No one who believes in him will be put to shame." For there is no distinction 

between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, 

"Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved." 



 

The Gospel 

Luke 4:1-13 

After his baptism, Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the 

Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all 

during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. The devil said to him, "If you are 

the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread." Jesus answered him, "It is 

written, 'One does not live by bread alone.'" 

Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And the 

devil said to him, "To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over 

to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours." Jesus 

answered him, "It is written, 

'Worship the Lord your God, 

and serve only him.'" 

Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to 

him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, 

'He will command his angels concerning you, 

to protect you,' 

and 

'On their hands they will bear you up, 

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.'" 

Jesus answered him, "It is said, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" When the devil had 

finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time. 

 
  



The Lessons Appointed for Use on the 

 

Second Sunday in Lent 
Year C 

RCL 

February 24 - 25 
Genesis 15:1-12,17-18 

Philippians 3:17-4:1 

Luke 13:31-35 

Psalm 27: 1-7 

The Collect 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray 

from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 

and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you 

and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Genesis 15:1-12,17-18 

The word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, "Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; 

your reward shall be very great." But Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I 

continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" And Abram said, "You 

have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir." But the word of 

the LORD came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be 

your heir." He brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are 

able to count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your descendants be." And he believed 

the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

Then he said to him, "I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this 

land to possess." But he said, "O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?" He said to 

him, "Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a 

turtledove, and a young pigeon." He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half 

over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And when birds of prey came down on 

the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness 

descended upon him. 

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed 

between these pieces. On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, "To your 

descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates." 

 



The Response 

Psalm 27 

Dominus illuminatio 

1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

whom then shall I fear? * 

the LORD is the strength of my life; 

of whom then shall I be afraid? 

2 When evildoers came upon me to eat up my flesh, * 

it was they, my foes and my adversaries, who  

stumbled and fell. 

3 Though an army should encamp against me, * 

yet my heart shall not be afraid; 

4 And though war should rise up against me, * 

yet will I put my trust in him. 

5 One thing have I asked of the LORD; 

one thing I seek; * 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; 

6 To behold the fair beauty of the LORD * 

and to seek him in his temple. 

7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe  

in his shelter; * 

he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling 

and set me high upon a rock. 

The Epistle 

Philippians 3:17-4:1 

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example 

you have in us. For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, 

and now I tell you even with tears. Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory 

is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is 

from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of 

our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables 

him to make all things subject to himself. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and 

long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

 

 



 

The Gospel 

Luke 13:31-35 

Some Pharisees came and said to Jesus, "Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you." He 

said to them, "Go and tell that fox for me, 'Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures 

today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next 

day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of 

Jerusalem.' Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 

it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her 

wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see 

me until the time comes when you say, 'Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.'" 

 
 

 


