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The Lessons Appointed for Use on  

the Feast of 

 

The Presentation of Our Lord 
February 2 

RCL 

• Malachi 3:1-4 

• Hebrews 2:14-18 

• Luke 2:22-40 

• Psalm 84 

Preface of the Epiphany 

The Collect 

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was this day presented in 

the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Malachi 3:1-4 

Thus says the Lord, See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 

seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight-- indeed, he is 

coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 

appears? 

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify 

the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in 

righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and 

as in former years. 

The Psalm 

Psalm 84 

Quam dilecta! 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 

My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 

my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

2 The sparrow has found her a house 

and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 

by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, 

my King and my God. 
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3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 

they will always be praising you. 

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 

whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 

for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

6 They will climb from height to height, * 

and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 

hearken, O God of Jacob. 

8 Behold our defender, O God; * 

and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * 

and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 

than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield; * 

he will give grace and glory; 

11 No good thing will the LORD withhold * 

from those who walk with integrity. 

12 O LORD of hosts, * 

happy are they who put their trust in you! 

The New Testament 

Hebrews 2:14-18 

Since God's children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death 

he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were 

held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of 

Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a 

merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 

people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 

The Gospel 

Luke 2:22-40 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, the parents of Jesus brought him up to 

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be 

designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, 

"a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons." 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking 

forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy 

Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came 

into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 

law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
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"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

and for glory to your people Israel." 

And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them 

and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a 

sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed-- and a sword will pierce your own 

soul too." 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having 

lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left 

the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to 

praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town 

of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

 

 

  



4 
 

The Lessons Appointed for Use on the 

 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Year C 

RCL 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

Luke 4:21-30 

Psalm 71:1-6 

The Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the 

supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 

The word of the LORD came to me saying, 

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

and before you were born I consecrated you; 

I appointed you a prophet to the nations." 

Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy." But the LORD said to me, 

"Do not say, 'I am only a boy'; 

for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 

and you shall speak whatever I command you, 

Do not be afraid of them, 

for I am with you to deliver you, 

says the LORD." 

Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, 

"Now I have put my words in your mouth. 

See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, 

to pluck up and to pull down, 

to destroy and to overthrow, 

to build and to plant." 

The Psalm 

Psalm 71:1-6 

In te, Domine, speravi 
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1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; * 

let me never be ashamed. 

2 In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; * 

incline your ear to me and save me. 

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; * 

you are my crag and my stronghold. 

4 Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, * 

from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor. 

5 For you are my hope, O Lord GOD, * 

my confidence since I was young. 

6 I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; 

from my mother's womb you have been my strength; * 

my praise shall be always of you. 

The New Testament 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 

cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all 

faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and 

if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own 

way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come 

to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, 

and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a 

child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to 

childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; 

then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and 

the greatest of these is love. 

The Gospel 

Luke 4:21-30 

In the synagogue at Nazareth, Jesus read from the book of the prophet Isaiah, and began to say, "Today this 

scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that 

came from his mouth. They said, "Is not this Joseph's son?" He said to them, "Doubtless you will quote to me 

this proverb, 'Doctor, cure yourself!' And you will say, 'Do here also in your hometown the things that we have 

heard you did at Capernaum.'" And he said, "Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet's hometown. 

But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three 

years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them 

except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet 

Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian." When they heard this, all in the synagogue 
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were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their 

town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. But he passed through the midst of them and went on 

his way. 
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The Lessons Appointed for Use on the 

 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

Year C 

RCL 

Isaiah 6:1-13 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Luke 5:1-11 
Psalm 138 

The Collect 

Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant life which you 

have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Isaiah 6:1-8, [9-13] 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe 

filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, 

and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and said: 

"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;  

the whole earth is full of his glory." 

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. And I 

said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my 

eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 

The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed 

and your sin is blotted out." Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for 

us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!" [And he said, "Go and say to this people: 

`Keep listening, but do not comprehend; 

keep looking, but do not understand.' 

Make the mind of this people dull, 

and stop their ears, 

and shut their eyes, 

so that they may not look with their eyes, 

and listen with their ears, 

and comprehend with their minds, 

and turn and be healed." 

Then I said, "How long, O Lord?" And he said: 
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"Until cities lie waste 

without inhabitant, 

and houses without people, 

and the land is utterly desolate; 

until the LORD sends everyone far away, 

and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the land. 

Even if a tenth part remain in it, 

it will be burned again, 

like a terebinth or an oak 

whose stump remains standing  

when it is felled." 

The holy seed is its stump.] 

The Psalm 

Psalm 138 

Confitebor tibi 

1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; * 

before the gods I will sing your praise. 

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple 

and praise your Name, * 

because of your love and faithfulness; 

3 For you have glorified your Name * 

and your word above all things. 

4 When I called, you answered me; * 

you increased my strength within me. 

5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O LORD, * 

when they have heard the words of your mouth. 

6 They will sing of the ways of the LORD, * 

that great is the glory of the LORD. 

7 Though the LORD be high, he cares for the lowly; * 

he perceives the haughty from afar. 

8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; * 

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 

your right hand shall save me. 

9 The LORD will make good his purpose for me; * 

O LORD, your love endures for ever; 

do not abandon the works of your hands. 

The New Testament 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
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I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, 

in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I 

proclaimed to you--unless you have come to believe in vain. 

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance 

with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five 

hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared 

to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least 

of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I 

am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them-

-though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so 

you have come to believe. 

The Gospel 

Luke 5:1-11 

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the 

word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were 

washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little 

way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he 

said to Simon, "Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch." Simon answered, "Master, we 

have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets." When they had 

done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signaled their partners in the 

other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But when 

Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!" For 

he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and 

John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now 

on you will be catching people." When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed 

him. 

 

  



10 
 

The Lessons Appointed for Use on the 

 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

Year C 

RCL 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 
1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
Luke 6:17-26 
Psalm 1 

The Collect 

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our prayers; and because in our 

weakness we can do nothing good without you, give us the help of your grace, that in keeping your 

commandments we may please you both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 

Thus says the LORD: 

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 

and make mere flesh their strength,  

whose hearts turn away from the LORD. 

They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 

and shall not see when relief comes. 

They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, 

in an uninhabited salt land. 

Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, 

whose trust is the LORD. 

They shall be like a tree planted by water, 

sending out its roots by the stream. 

It shall not fear when heat comes, 

and its leaves shall stay green; 

in the year of drought it is not anxious, 

and it does not cease to bear fruit. 

The heart is devious above all else; 

it is perverse--  

who can understand it? 

I the LORD test the mind 

and search the heart, 
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to give to all according to their ways, 

according to the fruit of their doings. 

The Psalm 

Psalm 1 

Beatus vir qui non abiit 

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, * 

nor lingered in the way of sinners, 

nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, * 

and they meditate on his law day and night. 

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, 

bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 

everything they do shall prosper. 

4 It is not so with the wicked; * 

they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, * 

nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, * 

but the way of the wicked is doomed. 

The New Testament 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no resurrection of the 

dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, 

then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. We are even found to be 

misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ--whom he did not raise if it is true that 

the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not been 

raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. 

If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 

The Gospel 

Luke 6:17-26 

Jesus came down with the twelve apostles and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a 

great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear 

him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in 

the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. 

Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 
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“Blessed are you who are poor, 
for yours is the kingdom of God. 

“Blessed are you who are hungry now,  

for you will be filled. 

“Blessed are you who weep now,  

for you will laugh. 

“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on 

account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in 

heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets." 

"But woe to you who are rich, 

for you have received your consolation. 

"Woe to you who are full now, 

for you will be hungry. 

"Woe to you who are laughing now, 

for you will mourn and weep. 

"Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets." 

 

 


