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Prayer for the Parish 
 

Almighty and ever living God, ruler of all things in  
heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this parish family.   

Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the 
penitent.  Grant us all things necessary for our common life,  

and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy 
Church;  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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An Invitation 

To the priest contemplating a new pastorate, the parishioners of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
in Bonita Springs, Florida, offer this Parish Profile for careful consideration.  

We, the parishioners of St. Mary’s parish, believe the following words of Jesus Christ from 
the Gospel according to St. John to be true: “I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide 
in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.”  We also believe it 
to be true that the bearing of the fruit is accomplished through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore, all that we have done as a parish since its founding through to the “calling” of a 
new rector relies on the loving presence of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit. 
And these truths are perhaps best conveyed by St. Mary, our patron saint, in the words from 
the Magnificat “to magnify the Lord.” 

 The very name of our church conveys to the world our central guiding principle; that of 
willingly following the will of God, as has been revealed to us. As a constant reminder, two 
images of the Virgin Mary grace the premises of St. Mary’s Church, very different from each 
other and yet each reflecting an aspect of our unique parish. Both speak to the parish’s 
commitment to follow her example of saying ‘Yes’ to God in the many ways in which we are 
called to His service.  The two images (below) could not be more different, and yet they are 
the same – both ageless, both beautiful, and both serene in their acquiescence to God’s will.  

 

St. Mary’s is a congregation totaling some 506 members, 80% of whom are seniors, and over 
half of whom are seasonal residents.  It is located in one of the fastest growing areas in the 
United States – Southwest Florida.  Set on the shores of the Gulf of Mexico, the city and its 
environs offer an unrivaled quality of life in a relaxed, sub-tropical environment. 

As a congregation, worship is central to all that we do.  We appreciate thoughtful preaching 
and quality music, enjoy one another’s company, and seek opportunities for fun and 
fellowship. Our compassionate Pastoral Care team, which includes both priests and 

(Photo left     ) Our Lady of the 
Everglades was carved in 1998 
from a solid cypress log more 
than 700 years old. Sculptor 
Nancy Reynolds felt that the 
wood called out to be fashioned 
into the image of the Virgin.   
Ms. Reynolds had previously 
carved the Stations of the Cross 
that hang on the sides of the 
nave; later she added the 
matching figures of Joseph with 
young Jesus that stand on the 
Epistle side of the church. 

(Photo right    ) The classical 
white marble Madonna 
presides over our outdoor 
chapel and Flora Linda Garden, 
the product of a generous 
endowment from the Felsberg 
family in 2006. 
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parishioners, is one of our greatest strengths.  We are blessed with committed laity, and the 
spirit of service runs high at St. Mary’s, especially in the areas of our liturgical life, 
leadership, outreach, and parish activities. 

Included in this narrative are the results of a survey of the parish, as well as the collective 
thoughts of our Vestry.  Beyond facts, statistics, visions and goals for our future, we hope to 
communicate the heart, vitality and well-being of our parish.  We possess sound steward–
ship, endowment and financial stability, and modern, well-kept facilities located on five 
acres, leaving room for growth. 

We were blessed for the past 15 years to have the Reverend Doctor Michael Rowe as our 
Rector. Under his guidance and leadership we strengthened our worship, increased our 
outreach programs, and improved the financial security of our parish. 

We believe that our future holds unlimited possibilities, as so many need the guidance of the 
Gospel of Jesus. We will continue to minister his Word to our parish and community. We 
pray that if God calls you to come to St. Mary’s, the Holy Spirit will strengthen and empower 
you.  Together in partnership, we will do the transforming work that God has given us: to 
love and serve Him as Christ’s faithful witnesses in the world.  

Who We Are 

St. Mary’s parishioners are drawn from the Bonita Springs, Naples, Estero, and Fort Myers 
areas in the Diocese of Southwest Florida. The church’s full-time staff includes a Priest, a 
Parish Administrator, a Sexton, and a Minister of Sacred Music who is organist/choirmaster; 
the part-time staff consists of an Associate Priest, a Deacon, a Director of Youth & Families 
Ministries, and an office assistant. In addition, the rector is responsible for oversight of the 
work of numerous ministries, including the Penny Wise Thrift Store. 

St. Mary’s is in Bonita Springs, south of the Fort Myers metro area in Lee county, and north 
of the city of Naples in neighboring Collier county. This region of Southwest Florida is 
known for its beautiful coastline with white sand beaches, bays and inlets, and beautiful 
water views of Estero Bay and the Gulf of Mexico. The location on Florida’s Gulf coast makes 
it particularly appealing for retirees – subtropical climate, beautiful beaches, excellent 
recreational opportunities, long summers, mild winters, and excellent medical facilities. 

In Southwest Florida, “peak season” is the period from January through Easter when 
Northerners come South to escape cold weather. The area’s population increases 
significantly during this time of year.  
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The City of Bonita Springs has a population of approximately 61,000 and is growing rapidly, 
as are all the cities and towns located in southern Lee County. Estero, located immediately to 
the north of Bonita Springs with a current population is 34,500, was incorporated as a village 
only as recently as 2014.  For many years it was a sleepy citrus community, but has recently 
experienced explosive growth and development.   

Naples, directly to the south, has an incorporated population of 22,500 but this is deceiving 
as greater Naples is much larger. As an indication of Naples' true size, it is able to support a 
symphony orchestra, an opera company, a ballet company, several theatre groups, a 
museum and art center that includes a substantial performing space that attracts a wide 
variety of stage events as well as a zoo and substantial tropical gardens. Two hospital 
systems are also available. Naples also supports a large public school system and a number 
of private schools. To the south of Naples are the Everglades, a world-renowned unique 
ecosystem that draws visitors from around the globe. 

ST. MARY’S BEGINNINGS 
In 1977, through the efforts of the Diocese of Southwest Florida, Trinity-by-the-Cove of 
Naples and other local churches, St. Mary’s began its new life as an organized mission 
church. With only 34 parishioners holding services in temporary space at the First United 
Methodist Church, St. Mary’s Episcopal Church established its foundation as a caring, 
supportive Christian community. 

Milestones 
1976 – Trinity-by-the-Cove Episcopal Church of Naples purchases a 5-½ acre site on Bonita 
Beach Road and donates it to the Diocese of Southwest Florida to build a new church for the 
area’s growing population. 

1978 – St. Mary’s Episcopal Church is incorporated as an organized mission church. 

1980 – St. Mary’s holds its first service in its new building (All Saints Hall), which serves as a 
church and parish fellowship center (now Penny Wise Thrift Shop). 

1988 – St. Mary’s Penny Wise Thrift Shop opens in a local rented storefront. 

1990 – St. Mary’s Episcopal Church is designated as a parish. 

1993 – The new church is dedicated and consecrated. 

2003 – Penny Wise Thrift Shop 
moves to All Saints Hall, the 
earlier church building after 
the new Parish Life Center 
was opened. 

2006 – Flora Linda Garden 
constructed and dedicated 

2013 – The St. Francis Pet 
Cemetery opens. 

2017 – St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church celebrated 40 years of 
Christian Caring. 
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ST. MARY’S TODAY 
The campus – including the church itself, the Parish Life Center, and the Penny Wise Thrift 
Shop – lies on five acres of land on a main street in Bonita Springs. There are physical assets 
of over four million dollars in land, buildings, furniture and equipment. 

The church is a 400-seat 
contemporary glass, wood 
beam and stucco building 
which includes the Nave, the 
main chapel altars, the sacristy, 
the choir loft and choir utility 
room, as well as the 
Columbarium and the Flora 
Linda Garden, an outdoor 
garden and meditation center. 

The Parish Life Center is a 
6,500 square foot facility, 
comprising an Administration 
Office, the Rector’s office, two 
additional small offices, a 
robing/vestment area, a large 
meeting space with the 
flexibility of movable walls, a 
library, a fully equipped 
kitchen, restrooms, a 
storeroom and a church school 
room and nursery.  

THE CHURCH 
St. Mary’s is a lively faith 
community of people with 
diverse backgrounds and 
circumstances, whose spiritual 
journeys have come together 
and are embraced in God’s 
unconditional love and mercy. 
We do our best to live that love 
through Episcopal-Anglican 
worship, Christian formation, 
pastoral care and outreach. 

Worship at St. Mary’s is offered throughout the week. Our Eucharists, celebrated five times 
each week, are shaped around the rich liturgy and music of the Episcopal-Anglican tradition 
where…”Word and Sacrament come together in celebration and service.” Morning and 
Evening Prayer are said three days a week and the Nave is open for personal prayer every 
day.  

When entering St. Mary’s nave, one notices the broad, welcoming expanse of open space, 
the light oak pews and altar appointments, and a gentle, natural light spreading throughout.  
You are then immediately drawn to the front of the church, to the always-illuminated 
Christus Resurrectus, suspended high to the front of the main altar.  Christ’s widespread arms 



St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Bonita Springs – Parish Profile 5 

embrace the worshiper: “Come unto me all ye who are heavy laden and I will give you rest.” Many 
who worship at St. Mary’s say they find serenity from the burdens of the world and a deep 
inner peace in simply gazing at the Christus Resurrectus. 

Fourteen carved cypress-wood “Stations of the Way of the Cross” line the walls of the nave. 
The Lady Chapel – the “spiritual heart” of St. Mary’s, with its statue of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary surrounded by blue votive candles, is a place of quiet prayer. The red sanctuary 
candle, which can be seen from the nave, lights the way to the Reserved Sacrament in the 
Tabernacle.  The walls of the Chapel constitute the niches of St. Mary’s Columbarium. 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Music is an integral part of our services at St. Mary’s and our congregation is an active 
participant in portions of the Mass including singing, with the choir, parts of the Psalm and 
the Lord’s Prayer at the 10AM Sunday service. The choir also usually sings an Introit to begin 
the service and several portions of other parts of the service. In addition to a three-manual 
Allen organ and a grand piano, our Minister of Sacred Music is skilled with recorders and 
several kinds of harps. The choir, numbering about twenty members, also use various kinds 
of percussion and bells as well as the violin to supplement some performances. Paid cantors 
are also present at all weekend services. Our music library is quite extensive and provides 
the opportunity to include everything from plainsong to contemporary pieces.  

The choir also performs at special services such as Lessons & Carols during Advent and an 
occasional Choral Matins. Our church is a particularly good performance space and has been 
used by Florida Gulf Coast University and other musical events for several years. Currently, 
due to COVID-19 restrictions, neither the choir nor outside performers are active. 

OUR MEMBERS 
Throughout its forty-three year history, St. Mary’s Episcopal Church has established its 
lively  community anchored in the Episcopal-Anglican faith, attracting full-time 
parishioners, seasonal congregants and vacationing Episcopalians who increasingly return to 
the beauty of southwest Florida and this place of traditional worship. With a total of over 
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1376 mailing units, approximately 45% of our congregation lives in Bonita Springs, 35% in 
Naples, 14% in Estero, and 6% in the Fort Myers area.  The majority also maintain a northern 
address. We stay connected by publishing a weekly bulletin, a quarterly newsletter, Tidings, 
and through our website (www.stmarysbonita.org).  We are also in the process of upgrading 
our streaming video capabilities, so to be able to broadcast our weekly services via Facebook. 
Within this growing faith community, seniors and young families are all welcome to join a 
vibrant church family which has grown now to more than 500 members, where “Word and 
Sacrament come together in celebration and service.” 

The talents of our diverse and supportive group of parishioners are generously spread over 
the fabric of parish life.  The ministries and activities of our parish cover the whole spectrum 
from involvement in liturgy, Christian formation through care for others, inter-faith 
community projects and international outreach support and the upkeep of church property 
and buildings and ongoing financial stewardship. 

Our parishioners are active, energetic, friendly, talented, well educated, inquisitive, spiritual, 
thoughtful and inclusive.  Many were successful business owners, executives, and 
professionals.  That they now offer their many talents to St. Mary’s is a genuine blessing.  

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church continues its steadfast resolve to offer opportunities for 
formation and individual spiritual growth. We are molded by our worship and influenced 
by our rich Episcopal-Anglican liturgical roots.  Rite 1 is celebrated at the 8:00 a.m. Mass on 
Sunday, while Rite 2  is celebrated at both the 5:00 p.m. Mass on Saturday and the 10 a.m. 
Mass on Sunday. We are blessed by our glorious musical literature, as well as an 
organist/choirmaster who has solidly expanded the choir and its repertoire. 

We are strengthened by our bonds of Christian love and fellowship, one for another, and by 
our generosity to our church, and to the greater community. 
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Every year on August 16th we celebrate the Feast of St. Mary the Virgin, informally known 
as the Assumption.  Since our Church is honored with the name of St. Mary, we take the 
opportunity of this special day to give thanks for Our Lady’s life, witness and intercession.  
We also give thanks for the wonderful place of worship with which we have been blessed. 

 

Membership statistics: Total 506 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR FINANCIAL HEALTH 
The Annual Budget is developed by the Finance Commission, approved by the Vestry, and 
presented to our voting members at the Annual Meeting. 

The 2020 budget will be challenging, due to the Coronavirus quarantine attendance 
restrictions which did not allow us to hold church services during March, April and May. 
Although our total parish support is down about 10% we believe that we will manage the 
budget.   

We have no mortgage debt, and we have an ample line of credit. We are well-endowed with 
at least $1,000,000 in restricted and non-restricted funds. 

  

Attendance at Key Services:  2019 2018  

Lent 1 296 326 

Easter 235 299 

Pentecost 1 151 173 

Advent 1 230 302 

Christmas Eve 512 782 

Average summer (May-September) 185 175 

Average Season (October-April) 300 304 

Average Sunday Attendance 230 229 
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2020 OPERATING BUDGET 
 (as presented at the 2020 Stewardship Campaign Annual Meeting) 

Total Pledge Amount $466,307 

Pledging Units 152  

Pledge by size:  

$0 – 499  14 

$500 – 999 33 

$1,000- 1,999 27 

$2,000 – 2,999         21 

$3,000 – 4,999   33 

$5,000 – 9,999   15 

$10,000 + 9 

OUR 2020 SURVEY 
Our recent parish survey indicates that 79% of parishioners are married, 13% are widowed, 
and 6% are single, divorced or separated.  78% are retired or not employed by choice, 13% 
are self-employed, and 9% are still working, or want to be were it not for COVID-19.  Only 
52% are cradle Episcopalians with the majority of others raised in the Roman Catholic 
tradition or in a mainline Protestant church.  81% of parishioners have a college degree and 
35% have advanced degrees. 2% have children under the age of 18 living in their household. 
31% have attended St. Mary’s for 11 years of more. When seasonal parishioners are here, 58% 
live within a 15-minute drive to St. Mary’s.  

Revenues  $797,400 Total Expenses  $797,400 

Contributions $653,000 Clergy Compensation $268,130 

Offerings $60,700 Lay Staff Compensation $193,915 

Endowment $20,000 Property $114,800 

Penny Wise  $25,000 Diocesan Assessment  $77,245 

Fund Raisers $10,000  Administration $73,210  

Other Income $28,700 Music $31,500 

Worship & Spiritual Growth $38,600 
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When queried about What first brought you to St. Mary’s? The largest number of responses 
indicated:  

• Nearest Episcopal church to me 
• Style of worship service  
• Quality of the sermons  
• Visited several churches and liked St. Mary’s the best 

      The most common open-ended responses indicated:  
• The warm welcoming and the sense of quickly feeling at home  
• Community and friendships 
• The Adult Education / Bible Study programs 

When queried about What keeps you coming to St. Mary’s? The largest number of responses 
included:  

• The Liturgy  
• Community and friendships  
• Loyalty to the Episcopal Church  
• Ministries and Outreach  

      The most common open-ended response indicated:  
• Christian education for adults / children / youth 

When queried about What type of sermons do you prefer?  The highest three rated aspects in 
terms of preference included:   

• Speaks to the heart  
• Biblical / lectionary based  
• Educational / informative  

When queried about How do you rank the following programs, ministries or commissions at 
St. Mary’s? The programs/ministries/commissions ranked of the highest importance were:  

• Pastoral Care  
• Altar Guild  
• Penny Wise Thrift Shop  
• Facilities Management Commissions (Buildings, Grounds, Columbarium, and  

Flora Linda Garden)  
• Order of St. Luke Healing Ministries  
• Music Ministries 
• Adult Education and Bible Study  
• Christian Formation  

When queried about How do you rank the following Outreach Programs? Those programs 
ranked of the highest importance were:  

• Harvest Time Ministry  
• New Horizons  
• Episcopal Relief and Development Charities  
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The People of St. Mary’s 
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Our Community – St. Mary’s Ministries 

“As the Spirit of the Lord works within us, we become more and more like him and reflect his glory 
even more.” (2 Corinthians 3:18) 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION is a lifelong journey of growing in our relationship with God and 
one another.  Becoming a deeply formed Christian takes time and commitment, continuing 
throughout all the stages of our lives.  At St. Mary’s, we offer Christian Formation and 
community-building opportunities for all ages on weekdays throughout the year, including 
opportunities specifically geared for women and men. Our current parish opportunities, 
including our book groups, Bible studies, and more are briefly listed below.  

Adult Education/Formation Ministry – St. Mary’s has a rich and varied Christian Formation 
ministry that serves every age group and stage of Christian growth. The heart of Christian 
Formation is the Eucharist and preaching. Our growth is nurtured through several weekly 
studies: live classes, Bible study, online study, prayer and quiet days.  

An opportunity for fellowship and spiritual growth is in the following special formation and 
ongoing programs:  

v Seasonal (Advent / Lenten) Learning Days
v Weekly Recovery Eucharist – a 12-step program for anyone struggling with

addiction. The innovative service brings the 12-step recovery program into the
traditional liturgy of the Episcopal Church, using the steps and the Serenity Prayer
as part of the service.

v Continued support of Cursillo, an international movement originating in Spain.
The focus is on growing Christ-centered leaders, with monthly follow-up meetings in
which Cursillistas renew their commitment and are encouraged to “go forth” and
demonstrate Christian behaviors and acts to others.

v Monthly Men’s Ministry breakfast

OSL (Order of St. Luke) Ministry’s stated purpose is to help bring comfort and healing, in 
body, mind and spirit, to any who reach out for the assurance that Jesus Christ hears and 
answers their prayers. The OSL Chapter is comprised of a group of dedicated women and 
men who are available for laying-on of hands and prayer at each of our weekend Eucharist 
services, and serve once a month at the Wednesday noon Healing Eucharist in the chapel. 
Prayers are offered for the community in public places on special occasions and once a 
month on the campus. 



St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Bonita Springs – Parish Profile 12 

St. Mary’s Library in the Parish Life Center is available for all members and seasonal 
visitors. There are currently more than 2,000 books for inspiration, education, and Bible 
study or for just plain enjoyment. There are plans to add a Children’s Corner in the Library 
to support the Sunday School program and provide a space for the parish children. 

Youth and Families Ministries has the goal of offering youth, K-12, the opportunity to 
enrich their spiritual lives and deepen their faith.  Our Sunday School is the core of this 
ministry.  Children focus on using prayer, scripture, conversation, activities and music to 
enrich their lives and deepen their relationship with God and this church community. 
Fellowship opportunities are provided with outside activities, which include service projects 
and parents. Parents receive weekly and monthly communications with suggestions for 
sustaining and growing their faith at home.  Given the restrictions of COVID-19, attendance 
has suffered but the children and youth have received their lessons via email and regular 
mail. Contact with students and parents has been actively maintained.  We have maintained 
a safe and compliant Sunday School experience. 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN (ECW) 
Episcopal Church Women (ECW) welcomes all women parishioners into their St. Mary’s 
chapter. Each month the ECW hosts two gatherings. On the second Thursday of each month 
the ECW invites a variety of speakers to foster spiritual growth, showcase local organizations 
or educate members about special interesting events. Members meet on the last Thursday of 
each month at local restaurants to nurture Christian fellowship and to encourage sharing 
ideas for spiritual growth. The ECW organizes and host fundraisers for the many needs of St. 
Mary’s as well as charitable giving to many Christian causes.  The ECW organizes monthly 
Foyer groups of parishioners, hosts funeral receptions in the Parish Life Center, and 
organizes collections for United Thank Offering (UTO).    

Over the last three years the ECW has partnered with Outreach to organize the Kindness for 
Kids Giving Tree for neighborhood children in need. We have also been actively involved in 
assisting with the New Horizons Super Kids Program.  The ECW welcomes St. Mary’s 
ladies and their guests to an annual Christmas Tea, an event of thanksgiving and gratitude 
to our Christian sisters to celebrate the Season of our Savior’s birth.  The ECW provides 
hospitality when called upon to host visits of bishops and dignitaries, retirement parties, 
specialty church parties, and bake sales.  Every woman at St. Mary’s is a member of the 
Episcopal Church Women. 

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care Team is a lay-led ministry that keeps in touch with our parishioners who are 
sick and in need of special prayer. Eucharistic Visitors, licensed by the Bishop, are trained to 
administer the sacrament of Holy Communion in homes, hospitals and care centers.   

Prayer Shawl Ministry is a rewarding service for knitters in our church to create shawls that 
provide warmth and comfort to those in need, sickness or adversity, and also affords a time 
of prayer as they knit. 

Walking the Mourner’s Path: A Christ-centered grief program which is a great source of 
help in the management of the grief process.  The program is an eight-week small group 
workshop grounded in prayer led by trained facilitators. The program has been well 
attended by both parishioners and non-parishioners. 

The Pastoral Care team also provides advice on accessing social services in Collier and Lee 
Counties and offers a Cancer Survivors discussion support group. 
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OUTREACH COMMISSION 
St. Mary’s mission of doing God’s work in our community and elsewhere is an important 
part of who we are as a parish. The Outreach Commission implements this mission.  Its  
income comes from our Penny Wise Thrift Shop and other donations from our generous 
parishioners.  All funds are used to support local and international organizations which are 
awarded grants based on their merit and mission after a rigorous internal review. In 2019 we 
distributed over $50,000 to local and foreign charities and missions. 

For more than 15 years, St. Mary’s has supported Harvest Time Ministries, a local non-
profit which helps two underserved communities, with volunteer assistance, food drives, 
grant funding, and clothing. Our Kindness for Kids program was established 3 years ago. 
With the generous support of the parish members and the ECW we provide Christmas gifts 
and other assistance for 160 children living in these communities.  

In 2019 we began our partnership with New Horizons, a faith-based organization, by 
becoming a site for their tutoring and mentoring program for children in grades K-5 who are 
considered academically at-risk.  Approximately 40 children and 25 volunteers participate in 
the program. The children also receive Christmas gifts and their parents receive food gift 
cards.  

We have participated in a Deanery program to support a shelter/school in the Dominican 
Republic, and we have also provided support to Christian school programs in India, an 
orphanage in Haiti and educational funding for several postulants from our Church. We 
recently joined resources with Meals of Hope to provide a mobile food pantry on our 
premises each week. In the past, we have also responded to local disasters as they occur.  

St. Mary’s very generous parishioners have made it possible to continue our outreach despite 
the restrictions of the pandemic.  In the recent three weeks over $8,000 was collected to 
support Meals of Hope, an organization which distributes free food to needy local residents.  

PENNY WISE THRIFT STORE 
Located on our campus and run by parish volunteers. Donations of lightly used clothing, 
furniture and other household items are donated by parishioners and others to sell at low 
price to our community.  The profits have been excellent and go to support our Outreach and 
our operations budget.   
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St. Mary’s Ministries 

Penny Wise Thrift Shop 
volunteers 

Youth & Families Ministry – Sunday School 

New Horizons SuperKids 

Annual Ministry / Stewardship Fair 

Order of St. Luke Prayer Station 
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Keeping St. Mary’s Thriving – 
    Administration, Operations, Facilities Management 

Communications Commission – The Communications Commission keeps members 
informed of Church activities through publications, regular updating of the website  
(www.stmarysbonita.org) and streaming of services and special lectures to Facebook. The 
quarterly church publication “TIDINGS” is available online and in print. The commission 
also works to attract new members with advertisements on the local Christian FM radio 
station and on Facebook.   

Endowment Commission – The mission of the Endowment Commission is twofold: first, to 
provide appropriate investment management of the assets and second, to encourage the 
larger parish community to support the growth of the assets through current contributions 
and their financial planning. Currently, the Endowment funds a portion of the church’s 
budget and, through a restricted account, provides for landscaping expenses. 

Facilities Management Commission – The Facilities Management Commission is charged 
with overseeing the upkeep and improvements of the facilities and grounds of St. Mary’s 
campus. This includes building maintenance and repair of the Sanctuary and Parish Life 
buildings, maintenance and care of the Flora Linda Garden, and managing (along with 
assisting the rector) the Columbarium. 

Finance Commission – The Finance Commission manages the planning and administration 
of the financial resources for St. Mary’s. The functions are divided into the areas of 
Operations/Accounting, Special Projects and Planning & Budgeting, and are chaired by the 
Treasurer who is a Vestry member.  

Membership and Growth Commission works to find creative ways to welcome visitors and 
new members, including hosting newcomer receptions throughout the year. The receptions 
are not only get acquainted opportunities but orient newcomers with what our church offers 
and how parishioners can serve the church. The commission is also charged with the goal of 
growing membership and church attendance.  

Stewardship Commission is charged with encouraging parishioners to support St. Mary’s 
Church through responsible, faithful and generous giving of time, talent and treasure. The 
main undertaking of the Commission is the annual pledge campaign, which ensures that St. 
Mary’s has the necessary operating funds to carry-out and enhance its ministry. We also hold 
a yearly Ministry/Stewardship Fair where each commission displays their ministries’ work 
to invite involvement. 

Worship Commission is comprised of representatives of the Clergy, the Music Ministry, the 
Altar Guild, the Pastoral Care Team, and the scheduling coordinators from each of our 
worship services.  The commission assists the Rector in planning all services for the liturgical 
seasons, and reviews change and protocol for all worship and special services at St. Mary’s 
throughout the year.    
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Listing of Clergy, Staff & Vestry 

ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF BONITA SPRINGS 
Where Word and Sacrament come together  

in celebration and service 

STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. D. William Faupel, Priest-in-Charge bfaupel@stmarysbonita.org 
The Rev. Gail Tomei, Priest Associate gtomei@stmarysbonita.org 
The Rev. William K. Gilmore, Deacon bgilmore@stmarysbonita.org 
Kathleen V. Pignato, Minister of Sacred Music music@stmarysbonita.org 
Nancy Vaughn, Director, Youth & Family Ministries youthminister@stmarysbonita.org 
Ian Mitchell, Church Administrator churchoffice@stmarysbonita.org 
Bro. Thomas-Andrew Burnham, BSG, Admin. Asst  membership@stmarysbonita.org 
Sandy Gunger, Sexton sandyg1964@mail.com 

2020 VESTRY (with Committee Assignment) 
Paul Judkins,  Senior Warden John Craun, Treasurer 
Jon Gunger,  Junior Warden / Facilities Management Ruth Davies,  Secretary 
David Bergquist,  Worship / Communications Joan Croteau,  ECW 
Robert Foltz,  Stewardship Hilton Jervey,  Endowments 
Holley Pittman,  Pastoral Care Paul Scheibel,  Outreach 
Jill Smith,  Christian Formation Rick Velde,  Membership 
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Special Events at St. Mary’s 

 

International Dining - 
Fundraiser 

Christmas Pageant 

Episcopal Church 
Women’s Tea 

Youth & Families – Holiday 
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Our Vision – St. Mary’s Future 

St. Mary’s has historically maintained its membership by appealing to seasonal people who 
vacation from 3-6 months in the area, usually from northern states and Canada. Considerable 
interest was expressed in our parish survey to continue our current ministry and grow by 
attracting younger families, to keep St. Mary’s a strong, vibrant and successful church. We 
are making adjustments this year responding to restrictions relating to COVID-19, but 
continue to keep our mission active despite an uncertain future. 

The second part of the survey asked the participants about what they thought was important 
to them in a good rector. Two important questions follow: 

When queried about How would you rank these characteristics in a future rector? 
The highest-rated aspects were ranked as follows: 
• Honesty/Integrity
• Effective preacher
• Accessible to parishioners
• Fosters counseling and pastoral care
• Collaborative and flexible
• Effective teacher
• Committed to Christian education for adults and children

When queried about How would you rank these areas of focus or concentration in a 
future rector? The highest-rated areas of focus in terms of the importance are ranked: 
• Good communicator
• Develops and supports lay ministry
• Models prayer in daily life; deeply spiritual
• Supports Penny Wise, New Horizons, and other established Outreach programs
• Welcomes and supports diversity and inclusion
• Models justice, peace, and reconciliation

With the responses to those questions, the Vestry puts forward this list: 

WHAT WE ARE LOOKING FOR IN OUR NEXT RECTOR 
We are looking for a rector who: 

v Is committed to joyful, uplifting worship.
v Preaches inspiring sermons and is willing to share the pulpit with the associate rector

and others. Good extemporaneous speaker: does not always read sermons and on
occasion will be willing to speak in a more informal atmosphere and style.

v Has a collaborative, inclusive and transparent leadership style, one that is committed
to keeping those around him/her informed.

v Is effective in supervising a staff and strong in administrative skills.
v Is down to earth with a good sense of humor, friendly, and welcoming to all.
v Will help us to maintain our welcoming worship environment, as well as the

important support ministries and outreach programs.
v Views financial stability as an important factor in the health of our parish.
v Is comfortable with electronic media, the requirements of webcasting.
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v Is committed to being a good shepherd to the parish member’s health and well-being
on all levels: spiritual, physical, mental.

v Attends to his or her own spirituality and good health, and can deal gracefully with
helping the parish members navigate through their own personal issues – either
individually or collectively.

v Understands and sympathizes with the stresses of modern family life and will
enthusiastically and non-judgmentally support many of the important caring
community programs that St. Mary’s has already put in place.

v Looks forward to a long-term commitment to St. Mary’s.

St Mary’s continues to reach a substantial number of people with the streaming of our 
services during the week. The Communications Commission already is working to 
significantly improve the quality of the recording/streaming services, which we believe is 
important as the key to future growth and member engagement. With that in mind, we look 
forward to welcoming a new rector that will be able to embrace the current media of 
webcasting and online sharing of the goings-on at St. Mary’s. 

It is most important to us to maintain our warm, welcoming, and non-judgmental worship 
environment which parishioners identify as one of the most important aspects of our church. 

APPLICATION PROCESS 
On behalf of our Bishop and the people of the Parish, thank you for considering St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church in Bonita Springs. This profile is designed to assist you in your 
discernment.  

If, after reviewing this information, you feel called to enter the application process for the 
position of Rector, please submit the following materials for the Search Committee’s 
consideration:  

v Résumé
v A copy of your updated OTM profile
v A letter of interest that highlights how you feel you meet the needs of St. Mary’s, 

and why you feel called to serve as our Rector

To be considered this year, please submit your application by November 15, 2020. 
Please email all documents in PDF format to:  

The Rev’d Canon Richard Norman  
Canon to the Ordinary, Diocese of Southwest Florida 
rnorman@episcopalswfl.org  

For a video tour of St. Mary’s Campus: https://www.thebombpics.com/church-video-tours  
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ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Church Office: (239) 992-4343     Fax: (239) 498-4551 

9801-9805 Bonita Beach Road 
    P.O. Box 1923 

Bonita Springs, FL  34133 

churchoffice@stmarysbonita.org 
www.stmarysbonita.org 

www.facebook.com/stmarysbonita 

Penny Wise Thrift Shop (239) 947-3363 




