
 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

Welcome to 

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
Where Word and Sacrament come together in celebration and service 

 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Sunday, February 1, 2026, at 10 AM 

RITE II 

 
9803 Bonita Beach Road 
Bonita Springs, Fl. 34135  

    P.O. Box 1923 
Bonita Springs, FL  34133 

Church Office: (239) 992-4343      
churchoffice@stmarysbonita.org  

www.stmarysbonita.org 
 

Power of Prayer Ministry 
Powerofprayer@stmarysbonita.org  

 

Penny Wise Thrift Shop (239) 947-3363 

             Tuesday – Saturday 10 AM – 3 PM   
 

Need a Priest? Your clergy are here to serve; please do not hesitate if you need help by 
calling St. Mary’s Church 239-992-4343 or email churchoffice@stmarysbonita.org. 

Messages are checked regularly. 

mailto:churchoffice@stmarysbonita.org
https://www.stmarysbonita.org/
mailto:churchoffice@stmarysbonita.org
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      Gathering of the People 

   Prelude Siciliano (from the Flute Sonata #2) BWV 1031     Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 – 1750)                                                                                                                           
 

Processional Hymn                   Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                   Lobe den Herren 
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 A-713325 

 
Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People:      And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen 

Collect for Purity 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Gloria                 From the “Mass of Discipleship”              Carl Marucci                                                                                                            
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Collect of the Day 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

 



The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 6 

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and 
on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our 
time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Liturgy of the Word (Please be seated) 
 

Lector: A reading from Micah 6:1-8 
 

Hear what the Lord says: 
Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
and let the hills hear your voice. 
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 
and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 
and he will contend with Israel. 
 
“O my people, what have I done to you? 
In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
and I sent before you Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam. 
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 
“With what shall I come before the Lord, 
and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 
with calves a year old? 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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The Beatitudes                 (congregation joins in the refrain) 
          

 
          
 
Lector: A reading from St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater 
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For 
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to 
save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God's 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger 
than human strength. 
Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise 
by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble 
birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 
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chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is 
low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing 
things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is 
the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from 
God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, 
as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel 
 

Please stand 
 

The Gospel Acclamation (sung by choir and congregation) 

 
 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew  
 51-12 
People:       Glory to you, Lord Christ 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught 
them, saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
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“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you." 
 

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:       Praise to you, Lord Christ.    
 
Please be seated       
 

Homily                                                                          The Rev’d. Ryan Wright     
 

Nicene Creed (All stand) 
 

Celebrant: In response to hearing God’s word proclaimed, let us affirm 
our faith as expressed in the Nicene Creed. 
 

We believe in one God, 
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
      God from God, Light from Light, 
      true God from true God,  
      begotten, not made, 
      of one being with the Father. 
      Through him all things were made.  
   For us and for our salvation 
          he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
      and was made man.    
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
      he suffered death and was buried. 
      On the third day he rose again 
          in accordance with the Scriptures; 
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he ascended into heaven  
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
       and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
      who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
      With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
       He has spoken through the Prophets. 
       We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
       We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
       We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
             and the life of the world to come. Amen.                   
                                                               
Prayers of the People 

 

Celebrant: For the church and for all your creation, we pray to you, Lord 
God, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Lector: Blessed are the poor in spirit; theirs is the dominion of heaven. 
And so we pray: Unite the church, guide all its leaders; let us show the 
world the love of Jesus.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Blessed are the pure in heart; they shall see God. And so we pray: Give 
your people the will and the courage to value your service above all lesser 
goods. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Blessed are the peacemakers, God’s own children. And so we pray: Bring 
peace to the world, security to the nations, and safety to the cities. 
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
satisfied. And so we pray: Remove from us prejudice and injustice, and 
raise up among us those who will labor for the good of all whom you have 
made.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. And so we pray: Be 
present with those who are sick, imprisoned, or in distress, especially those 
on our Pastoral Care List; make us quick to love and serve our neighbors.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
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Rejoice and be glad, their reward is great in heaven, remembering Al 
Harke. And so we pray: We remember all who have witnessed to your love 
with their lives; give us strength to testify to Christ before the rulers of our 
own day.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Celebrant: O God, you revealed your will to prophets and sages. By your 
Holy Spirit, show us how to serve you today, that all nations may know 
you in our love, through Christ our Lord.  
  

Prayer of Confession  
 

Celebrant: Almighty God, you have taught us to do justice, love kindness, 
and practice humility before you; make our faith active in love, that your 
name  may be praised and your people served throughout the earth, through 
Christ our Lord. 
 

(Pause) 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Absolution 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

Peace (Please stand) 
 

Celebrant:    The peace of the Lord be always with you 
People:       And also with you.   
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(Please be seated) 
 

Announcements 
 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

Offertory Anthem            As the Deer          Martin Nystrom (1956 - ) 
 

"As the Deer" is a contemporary anthem based on Psalm 42 As the deer 
panteth for the water so my soul longeth after Thee You alone are my 
heart's desire and I long to worship Thee You alone are my Strength, my 
Shield; to You alone may my spirit yield You alone are my heart's desire 
and I long to worship Thee. You're my Friend and You are my Brother 
even though You are a King I love You more than any other so much more 
than anything You alone are my Strength, my Shield; to You alone may my 
spirit yield You alone are my heart's desire and I long to worship Thee. I 
want You more than gold or silver only You can satisfy You alone are the 
real joy-giver and the apple of my eye You alone are my Strength, my 
Shield; to You alone may my spirit yield You alone are my heart's desire 
and I long to worship Thee.  
 

(Please stand) 
 

At the Presentation                           Doxology           
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The Eucharistic Prayer A   
 
Celebrant:     The Lord be with you. 
People:         And also with you. 
Celebrant:     Lift up your hearts. 
People:         We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:         It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

The Celebrant continues: 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new 
light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the 
face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name. 
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Prayer of Consecration (The people stand or kneel) 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, 
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and 
offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood 
of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with 
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the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Joseph and all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen         
  

                        
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                 
 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to 
say,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread (A period of silence is kept.) 
 
Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People:     Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia 
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Agnus Dei 

 
 
Invitation 
 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith, with thanksgiving 
 

Prayers of Spiritual Communion 
Celebrant: For those who are unable to be present with us to partake of the 
Eucharistic feast, we invite you to make your spiritual communion.  
 

Communion of the Faithful 
  

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion at this time               
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Communion Hymn             The old rugged cross            George Bennard
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     A-713325 

 
Post Communion Prayer (Please stand) 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
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spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
the world in peace and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing: 
 

Celebrant: May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep 
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God and of his son 
Jesus Christ. And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

Recessional Hymn         What does the Lord require              Sharpthorne 
   

 
A-713325 
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Dismissal 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People:         Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude    Tuba Tune in D major, Op. 15     Craig Sellar Lang (1891 – 1971) 
 

Sunday, February 1 
 

Celebrant:  The Rev’d. Dr. D. William Faupel  

Preacher: The Rev’d. Ryan Wright  

Organist and Choirmaster: Carl Marucci 

Lay Leader: Paul Greene 
Crucifer: Andrea Foisy 
Acolyte: David Wallace 

Lectors: Jon Wool and Bill Gregory 
Ushers: Joan Frey, Pam Stamper, Paul Scheible and Wendy Scheible 

Greeters: Bonnie Silverstein, Nadia Payne and John Graham  
Altar Guild: Lana Martindale and Sandie Gagorik 

 
Intentions for the Prayers of the People 

 

This week we pray: In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer pray for The Diocese 
of Kansas, The Episcopal Church; The Church of Ireland; Diocese of 
Southwest Florida, The Rt. Rev. Douglas Scharf; Companion Diocese of 
the Dominican Republic; Companion Diocese of Georgia; Companion 
Diocese of South Carolina; Companion Diocese of Western Louisiana, St. 
James’ House of Prayer, Tampa; St. John’s, Tampa; St. Mark’s, Tampa; St. 
Mary’s, Tampa; St. Catherine’s, Temple Terrace; Holy Innocents Church, 
Valrico; St. Paul’s Wesley Chapel, and St. Elizabeth’s, Zephyrhills. 

Your prayers are requested for members and friends of the parish who 
are sick, sorrowful, or in any kind of trouble:  Holley, Vivi, Mo, Jim, Pat  
and those on our Pastoral Care List. 

Our prayers go out to the friends and family of Al Harke. May his soul 
rest in peace. 

Remembering John Chrysostom, Bishop and Theologian and St. Brigid of 
Kildare 
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Notices for the week of February 2 - 8 
 

The flowers on the Altar are given to the glory of God by Jane Troup and 
the Vestry in loving memory of Dan Troup. 

Coffee is available after the 8:00 am service and after the 10 am service 
Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Vestry in fond memory of Dan Troup.  

If you have your picture in the new Pictorial Directory and have not yet 
picked up your copy, they are available in the Narthex in envelopes 
marked with your name. Copies of the directory are also available in 
the Church Office during regular business hours.   

Join Fr. Bill for the last sessions as he explores this intriguing book, the 
Letter to the Hebrews.  We meet Wednesdays from 10:00 to ll:30 a.m. in 
the parish hall.   Those unable to attend in person, can tune in on 
Zoom.   The Zoom link will be sent out each Tuesday afternoon in the 
weekly eblast. Oh, by the way, even though your Bible says it is “The 
Letter to Hebrews,” it is not a Letter, it is a Sermon! 

The next Recovery Eucharist is Tuesday, February 3, at 5:30 pm.  

There is still time to buy tickets and come and Join St. Mary’s Women 
for their Valentine’s Tea on Saturday, February 7, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm 
here at St. Mary’s. We are honored to have as our special guest Carl 
Marucci our organist and choirmaster. Candy Bergquist will be selling 
tickets after the 10:00 am service in front of the church. You can also call 
878-473-0028. 

 
 
We are excited to announce that we are offering a Thursday evening 
program with Father Steve Zimmerman from Trinity-by-the-Cove. The 
Faith-Seeking Journey is an adult formation program which meets each 
Thursday for ten weeks. The name, “Faith-Seeking,” alludes to Jesus’ 
saying: “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.” 
Jesus means that faith is not a possession, but an attitude of seeking 
God’s will as the first priority of life. The first session was Thursday, 
January 29 but it is not to late to join. Each session will run from 4 pm 
to 6 pm with a simple meal served at 6 pm.  
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Coming Up at St. Mary’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 

Feb 2 1:00 PM Meals of Hope 

 3:00 PM  Evening Prayer 

 7:00 PM Young People in AA 

Tuesday 

Feb 3 10:00 AM Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 5:30 PM Recovery Eucharist 

 8:00 PM AA Empathy Meeting 

Wednesday 

Feb 4 10:00 AM Bible Study 
 

3:00 PM Evening Prayer 

 7:00 PM Choir Practice 

Thursday 4:00 PM Faith Seeking Journey 

Feb 5   

Friday 

Feb 6 3:00 PM Evening Prayer 

Saturday 

Feb 7 2:00 PM St. Mary’s Women Valentine’s Tea 

  The Fourth Sunday  after the Epiphany 

Feb 8 8:00 AM Holy Eucharist Rite I  

 9:45 AM Junior DOK 

 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist Rite II  

 6:30 PM AA Group Meeting 


